
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Literary Analysis II:  The Individual’s Role in Society 
 
Unit Designers: McKee, White, Gervais 
 
Level(s): Grade 9 

 
Time Span: 9 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
Through reading literature, viewing related videos, and reading about/discussing current events, students 
will learn to identify the universal theme of an individual’s role in society and relate this theme to life 
experiences. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading   
A.1. Interconnected Elements:  Comprehension, Vocabulary, Alphabetics, Fluency:  Students read and 
evaluate texts, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, by applying their knowledge and 
strategies of comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetics, and fluency.     
 
A.2. Literary Texts:  Students read text, within a grade appropriate span of text complexity, and present 
analyses of fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry, using excerpts from the text to defend their assertions.   
 
E. Listening and Speaking   
E.1. Listening:  Students adjust listening strategies for formal and informal discussion, debates or 
presentations, and then evaluate the information. 
 
F.  Media 
F.1. Analysis of Media:  Students analyze the effectiveness of auditory, visual, and written information 
used to communicate in different forms of media. 

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Know the elements of a plot. 
 Know the various types of conflict. 
 Know the concept of a universal theme in literature. 
 
 Skills: 
 Able to organize their ideas in writing 
 Able to apply independent reading strategies for comprehension 
 Able to analyze the conflict of a story 
 Able to diagram the plot of a story 
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Enduring Understandings: 
A single text will elicit a wide variety of responses according to the point of view and experience of the 
reader.  
An individual can affect change, either positive or negative, in his or her society. 
Literary elements (point of view, literary techniques, setting/cultural context) affect the way a reader 
understands a story. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does a text elicit different responses from different readers? 
Can an individual have a lasting impact on his or her society? 
How do literary elements affect the way a reader understands a story? 
How do print and non-print sources use different techniques to convey an experience? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Recognize the significance of setting/cultural context. 
 Understand that the narrative point of view impacts the reader’s interpretation. 
 Understand the meaning of pertinent literary techniques. 
 Understand that print and non-print sources rely on different techniques to convey an experience. 
  
 Skills: 
 Identify the narrative point of view and analyze its effect on the story. 
 Identify literary techniques and analyze their effect on the story. 
 Analyze the effect of setting/cultural context in a story. 
 Engage in effective group discussions by formulating questions and expanding on ideas. 
 Compare/contrast the effectiveness of print and non-print sources. 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Students will demonstrate reading comprehension through quizzes and tests. (A1) 
Students will analyze the individual’s role in society in group discussions. 
Students will analyze point of view, cultural context, and literary techniques in double entry journals. 
(A2) 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Activity introducing the theme of an individual’s role in society. 
Introducing new literary elements: point of view, setting/cultural context, literary techniques – lesson and 
practice activities 
Group discussions analyzing assigned texts (E1) 
View and analyze related videos (F1) 
Reading and discussion of current events that relate to novels and universal theme 
Informal written responses to assigned texts 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Individual creative writing projects using the literary elements to develop a theme 
Further reading of books to compare/contrast use of literary elements to develop themes 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Students will use computers for major writing assignments 
Extended research of an appropriate current event/situation where individuals are involved in individual 
vs. society dilemmas may involve use of database 
Use of the Internet to research allusions and cultural information related to the reading 
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Instructional Resources: 
Lord of the Flies  
To Kill A Mockingbird   
Of Mice and Men 
Deathwatch 
The Giver 
Johnny Tremain 
Videos of novels  
Current event articles 
News clips when available/appropriately related 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Double Entry Journals 


